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A New Zimbabwe: A New President

The MDC policy conference held from 17 
to 19 May at the Jubilee Christian Centre in 
Milton, Harare ended on a high note with the 
party delegates coming up with comprehensive 
policies as the party prepares forming the next 
government.

The conference was held under the theme; 
“Towards Real Transformation” and was 
attended by the national standing Committee, 
National Executive Committee, National 
Council and all Provincial Executive 
Committee members.

The conference saw delegates deliberating 
and scrutinising the party’s Agenda for Real 
Transformation (ART).  ART is the MDC’s 
economic blueprint which focuses on effective, 
humane and a viable political, economic and 
social governance.

Laying out the MDC’s ART vision, 
President Tsvangirai said the document 
showed that the MDC was ready to form 
the next government and to govern.

“We have, as a collective responsibility, 
come up with our ART of governance, 
a comprehensive policy package that 
demonstrates our statement of intent 
and our readiness to govern,” said 
President Tsvangirai. 

“We have showcased that we are both 
a Party of Excellence and a party of 
substance,” he said.

“Our policy direction draws its roots 
from the Working People’s Convention 
held in 1999. What we want; what we 
ask of the people of Zimbabwe is an 
opportunity to govern exclusively, 

without the dilution that comes with an 
arranged marriage. 

“We are witnesses to the challenges of 
policy discord and friction that emanate 
from forced coalition arrangements with 
partners of questionable sincerity. What 
we seek is the undiluted opportunity 
to govern and implement our policies 
as presented, debated and agreed at 
this policy conference,” said President 
Tsvangirai.

He said the production of the ART 
policy has not been an overnight 
exercise.

“It has been a long, consultative and 
collective process that speaks of our 
values as a Party of Excellence and 
substance.  The team that has produced 
this ART is Team MDC, in that it has 
involved not only the policy heads 
of the various portfolios but virtually 
everyone in the party through our 
structures as well as our stakeholders. 

“It is not a one man or one woman 
project but a product of the collective. 
This culture of collectivism and 
inclusivity is what makes our party 
unique,” said President Tsvangirai.

“I was most impressed to observe that 
even at this conference, there was robust 
debate, honest critique and constructive 
engagement on party policy well into 
the late hours of the night. I salute you 
all for your commitment to duty and to 
the cause.  We are a party that embraces 

critical engagement where others would 
ensure that it is stifled. 

“We believe that open debate and 
critical engagement on issues is healthy 
for our party and our country. We want 
to build a Zimbabwe in which citizens 
truly speak out and participate actively 
in governance matters in fulfilment 
of our commitment to participatory 
governance. We did not come here to 
be shepherded like sheep or to sing 
a chorus. We came here to engage 
critically and we have done just that,” 
he said. 

“Where others who are averse to any 
forms of critical engagement see only 
criticism, we see wise counsel and we 
listen to it,” said President Tsvangirai.
President Tsvangirai said the MDC 
governance’s will be guided by broad-
based people policies which will ensure 
that citizens are empowered with 
the necessary skills to perform jobs. 
 
He said the MDC will tap into the 
country’s skills currently being  
utilised in the Diaspora to develop 
and modernise Zimbabwe. 
 
“Devolution is our solution to 
the national question.  There will  
be no tribal enclaves. No region 
and no people will be left behind in  
development.  No tribe is more 
Zimbabwean than the other and we 
believe that tribalism is as archaic as 
unbridled nationalism.”

ART is a 247-paged policy document that 
articulates a total of 29 policies dealing with 
issues ranging from economic management to 
security services. 

The policies are grouped under five key 
clusters; Economic, Infrastructure, Social 
Services, Rights and Security. In each of these 
clusters there are a number of specific areas 
in which the policy direction of the party is 
clearly articulated. 

The reason why the MDC publicly presented 
and discussed its policy position is to empower 
Zimbabweans with information so that they 
can make an informed choice. 

“We want Zimbabweans to know that we are 
not just seeking power for the sake of power but 
to truly transform their lives, whose progress 
has been stalled courtesy of poor governance, 
corruption and mismanagement. The policy 
position on issues under each cluster is clear 
and I urge every Zimbabwean to familiarise 
themselves with our ART of governance,” said 
President Tsvangirai.

“We want the people of Zimbabwe to know 
that our politics is not simply about individuals 
but about ideas. Our ideas are carried in 
the policies that are articulated in our ART 
document in addition to the jobs plan in JUICE. 
The next election will be around ideas and we 
have put our ideas on the table,” he said.

“Should anybody ask you if the MDC has any 
policies tell them; YES, WE DO!  And indeed, 
WE DO! We have the ART of governance! 
And please, do not forget to tell them to go and 
register to vote,” said President Tsvangirai.

MDC policy conference ends on a high note

The MDC on Sunday celebrated the successful 
completion of its national policy conference at the 
Zimbabwe Grounds in Highfield, Harare which was 
attended by a strong crowd of over 30 000 people.

From 17 to 19 May, the MDC held its annual policy 
conference at the Jubilee Christian Centre in Milton 
Park, Harare which saw the delegates adopting 
the Agenda for Real Transformation (ART) policy 
document, which outlines how the MDC will 
govern when it wins the next elections.  

The successful, colourful and well-attended 
conference was graced by delegates from all the 
provinces and the national leadership.

Addressing the capacity crowd, President 
Tsvangirai said the MDC was very confident of 
winning the elections, which he predicted will be 
held before 30 October.

“There are things that need to be done.  We need to 
have reforms before elections,” he said. 

The President promised to overhaul the governing 
regime created by Zanu PF and its leader Robert 
Mugabe and ensure a free society after winning the 
upcoming general elections.

President Tsvangirai assured the people that the 
next MDC government would ensure that the lives 
of the people were improved and that the rule of 
law is upheld.

“The governance culture must change from a 
centralised one man rule impunity, violence, 
discriminatory, unequal- that society is gone and 
it’s gone for ever,” he said.

“The state in Zimbabwe has behaved in an 

aggressive and predatory manner towards 
its citizens. That has to stop. People must 
not be afraid of their leaders.  I think a good 
leader must be loved, not loathed. 

“The greatest security you can provide for 
yourself are your own people. The greatest 
security is when a leader is confident that 
he is loved by his own people”.

President Tsvangirai said as the next 
President of Zimbabwe, he will personally 
oversee the plight of the country’s workers 
as the MDC was not “anti-labour”.He said 

Zanu PF sensing defeat wanted to rig the 
elections through the voter registration 
exercise but the MDC will ensure that Zanu 
PF will not steal the ballot.

“We have agreed as Cabinet that every 
Tuesday we will discuss the voter 
registration issue until everyone who is 
eligible and wants to register is registered.  

“After the new Constitution becomes 
law, we will have one month of voter 
registration and all schools are going 
to be voter registration centres.  During 

weekends when teachers are not in class 
they will carry out voter registration. Every 
ward will have at least one permanent 
voter registration station.  After the voter 
registration exercise there will be a month 
long process of voter inspection,” he said.

Turning to the security sector, President 
Tsvangirai said the next MDC government 
would end years of bias and abuse by the 
police, military and intelligence services 
and ensure that the security services uphold 
the country’s new Constitution which 
demands impartiality at all times in their 

duties so that the people of Zimbabwe “will not 
fear their soldiers and policemen”.

“We will need justice in this country as well as 
national healing.  The goal of security under Zanu 
PF was to perpetuate their rule against domestic 
resistance and seek to undermine the freedom of 
political choice,” said the preisdent.

He said in the next MDC government, there will be 
no retribution, those who committed crimes must 
tell the truth and the truth will set them free adding 
that the new Constitution and new MDC policies,  
“will restore dignity to the people.” 

On Zanu PF indigenisation and empowerment 
policy, President Tsvangirai castigated the policy 
saying it was elitist and lacked transparency in the 
distribution of wealth in the country. 

“We will create empowerment laws for the 
majority of the people of Zimbabwe.  We cannot 
all share a small cake. We can’t share the existing 
wealth so we will have to create a bigger cake,” 
said President Tsvangirai.

“Every Zimbabwean must be able to point out that 
they benefitted under this or that programme,” he 
said.

It was obvious that with the high numbers 
that attended Sunday’s rally that the people of 
Zimbabwe are going to vote for the MDC in 
overwhelming numbers.  Their faith in democracy 
and a better Zimbabwe is still intact in the MDC.

President Tsvangirai was accompanied by his wife, 
Mai Elizabeth Tsvangirai, members of the national 
standing committee, national executive, national 
council, ministers, MPs and councillors.

Elections before 30 October 

President Tsvangirai addressed more than 30 000 MDC supporters at Zimbabwe grounds in Harare on Sunday

Delegates follow proceedings at the MDC National Policy Conference in Harare on Saturday
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Painting Zimbabwe red...


